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Thursday, May 7 – Men’s Meeting @ Papa Bears has been cancelled. Hope to see everyone 
on June 4. 

Thursday, May 7– Gyrettes’ dinner has been cancelled. Call Elaine Lozier @ (330) 875-5986 
if you have any questions. . 

All Thursday’s – Men’s luncheon @ John’s Bar & Grille, 2749 Cleveland Avenue NW, 
Canton have been cancelled until further notice. 

May events may all be cancelled. We will keep everyone informed regarding future 
activities. For now….everyone please stay healthy. 

 

     May  

      Installation Party 
  Well, this year the weather cooper-
ated and we were able to hold our 
annual Installation Party. 

     This year’s party was held at the 
newly rejuvenated Prestwick Country 
club. John Hollandonner joined us to 
do the intallations.  

     This year, Larry Finefrock was 
installed as our new President along 
with Ken Emsweller as 1st VP,  JD 
Dawson as 2nd VP and Mark Jarrard 
as Sec./Treas. 

     In addition to the officers, the new 
Board of Directors were sworn in. 
Mike Goodson is the new Chairman 
of the Board with Chris Snyder and 
Jim Jacob being welcomed on as 1-
year Directors and Ken Heil and Bill 
Hackman as 2-yr directors. 
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       Club Officers  

Larry Finefrock – Pres. 

Ken Emsweller – 1st VP 

JD Dawson  2nd VP 

Mark Jarrard –Sec/Treas 

Bill Anthony waves to all of the Gyro’s and 
Gyrette’s who attended the drive-by. 



 

 

Canton Gyro Club Future Parties 

      2020                       Theme                              Location                 Chairman         Notes 

Sat. May 16     80th Anniversary Party        Chateau Michele     Club Officers        BYOB 

Sat. Jun 20      Stan Hywet/Spag. Warehouse   Akron                Schott / ?           Cash Bar 

Fri, July 17  Portgage Lakes Boat Tour  Picks @ PLX   Hackman/Dawson/Pittinger  Cash 
Bar 

Aug 21-22       District Convention               Montrose /Akron        TBD       Dinner &/or          
Ballgame 

Sept  19              Golf Outing                                     TBD           Stein/Myers 

Sat. Oct 3             Clambake                                Akron VFW       Larson            Cash Bar 

Sat., Nov 21                TBD 

Fri., Dec 11      Christmas Party             Massillon Women’s Club    Finefrock/ Goodson        

 

      May Birthdays 
May 4 - Chris Jarrard 

May 7 – Walt Boron 

May 7 – Mike Goodson 

May 10 – Barbara Ayers 

May 10 – Dick Miller 

May 11 – Jeanne Coen 

May 11 – Ted Rittenhouse 

May 30 – Susan Cronick 

May 31 – Larry Finefrock 

     May Anniversary Party 
     We have currently rescheduled the  
80th Anniversary Party @ Chateau 
Michele to May 16. It is still too early to 
say if this is going to be possible.    

     Although some things will begin to 
open back up on May 1, it is probably 
still too soon for restaurants to open or 
for crowds the size we could have.  

     As things progress we will keep 
everyone informed. 



 

 

       

 

 

      

 

                                                          Health and Welfare: 
 
Bill Anthony: Bill is no longer undergoing chemo. He is at home with Darlene 
and his family. 
 
Ken Emsweller: Ken reports the surgery has not completely healed. Ken says 
this is a result of thin skin. He is up and about, and attended the drive by with 
his wife Dale. 
 
Jim France: Jim’s lung condition is pulmonary fibrosis. Jim reports he must 
take it easy sometimes, but still enjoys walking and working at Helping Hands. 
Jim and Jane were at the drive by. 
 
Sue Meister: Tom reports Sue is doing much better. See is gaining weight and 
has been removed from home hospice care. 
 
John Vertolli: John said his doctor told him if he has any episodes, he would 
be able to see him on a timely basis. John said he is feeling better. John and 
Anita also attended the drive by. 
 
Ben Lozier: Ben is currently awaiting hospitals to start doing same day 
procedures he can start chemotherapy again. 
                                                                  
 

                                                                   Sympathies: 
 
Lorraine Kessler: Lorraine’s mother, Venia Procacci, passed away on April 22, 
2020. She was 99 years old. Please extend your sympathies and prayers to 
Lorraine and John during this difficult time. 
 
Chris Randall: Past International President, Chris Randall, passed away April 
27, 2020. Chris had been in failing health for the last few months. It was 
recently discovered he had a tear in his aorta, and the surgery was deemed 
too risky to attempt. He leaves his wife Judy and a son.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

   Report by Chris Snyder on the Drive-By that many of our 
                     members were able to attend  
 
With everything shut down due to the pandemic, and gatherings limited to 10 
persons at most, the Canton Gyro Club was forced to cancel all April events. 
This included our 80th Anniversary Party, and the District 1 interim convention. 
Our thanks to our club officers and to John and Laurie Hollendonner for their 
hard work in organizing parties for our club and district. 
 
With two of our members suffering from long term illnesses, Gyro Bill Anthony 
and Gyrette Sue Meister, Dan Hahn suggested, and Mike Goodson and Mark 
Jarrard organized, a drive-by scheduled for Sunday April 19th. We gathered in 
the parking lot by the Royal Docks Brewing Co. Brewhouse + Cannery. 
Considering the penchant for beer by some of our Gyros, the gathering place 
was appropriate. The turnout had between 20 and 25 cars full of Gyros and 
Gyrettes. Notably, District 1 Governor John Hollendonner from the Akron Gyro 
Club attended. John had been diagnosed, and was hospitalized, due the 
Coronavirus, and is now fully recovered. 
 
Our first destination was the home of Bill and Darlene Anthony. The Anthony’s 
live at the end of a cul-de-sac and there was plenty of room for all the cars. As 
we got out, a township police car was seen following the caravan. Once the 
officer saw what was happening, he turned away. Not all got out of their cars as 
some of us are at risk, but those who did get out had signs of support for Bill and 
Darlene. Bill was only able to sit in a chair at his front door, but we were able to 
gather at a safe distance, wave our signs to Bill, and sing a rousing chorus of 
Hello Gyro.  
 
Our next stop was the home of Tom and Sue Meister. Unfortunately, while the 
Meister’s also live on a cul-de-sac, the neighborhood roads are narrower than at 
the Anthony’s, we were only able to drive by, stop to say hello, drop off our 
signs, and leave so the next car could stop. 
  
A nice way to spend an afternoon and show the true spirit of Gyro friendship. 
 

 
 Gyro: An organization that offers so much, and all we ask for is the handshake 

of friendship in return. 



 

 
 

 

As I write this month’s message, it has been 3 weeks since Ohio has embarked on the statewide Stay At 
Home order by Governor DeWine.  Just when all of us thought we had seen everything, along comes this 
completely new experience in our lives.  Social distancing, masks, as well as using an uncommon amount 
of hand soap and hand sanitizer have become part of our daily regimen.  And the cruel irony is that so 
much of this flies in the face of what our Gyro experience is supposed to be about – social fun and 
friendship.  Not only does our age demographic make us more vulnerable than much of the population, 
but also many of us have immune system deficiencies that make the situation even more threatening.  So 
what will be our response? 

 

Boomers will turn into Zoomers.  We are going to introduce our members to what has become the most 
popular communication method during this most isolated period in our lives.   I was not convinced that the 
upcoming relaxation of Stay At Home on May 1 was the right time (and today, the governor concurred) for 
us to return to having our traditional monthly meeting at Papa Bears, so on May 7 at 7:00 PM we will offer 
all interested club members a chance to participate in a Zoom communication session.  I will pass along the 
latest information and we can  soak in some of the fellowship that we all have been missing.  By May 5 I 
will send each of you some instructions on how this all works.  For those who have not done it, it only 
involves downloading a free app on your phone, iPad or computer.  Any of you who have questions before 
this date, be sure to call or email me.    

 

Our Gyro Drive By.  There was a club activity that took place on Sunday, April 19 that does need to be 
mentioned.  A last-minute suggestion was hatched and developed by club members Dan Hahn, Mike 
Goodson and Mark Jarrard to call on as many members as available to drive their cars to the homes of 
Darlene/Bill Anthony and Sue/Tom Meister to show our support during their difficult medical challenges.  
By the time we left the Royal Docks Brewery parking lot, there were about 25 cars strung along the roads 
leading to our two destinations.  Many homemade signs of encouragement and heartfelt feelings were on 
display and several of those were left at each home.  I know that the Anthonys and Meisters were truly 
moved by this event as they communicated to us afterwards, but I couldn’t help think that the Gyros and 
Gyrettes felt the same way. 

 

What about upcoming events?  Unfortunately that is a question that still cannot be answered.  While we 
all are about to climb the walls during this period, my strategy has been and will continue to be taking each 
event/meeting on a one-at-a-time basis.  As a club, we must feel safe when we get together.  As an example, 
during our Drive By last week, we wore masks, drove in separate cars and maintained an appropriate 
distance from each other.  We also must achieve that during whatever event or meeting will eventually 
come.  As always, I will keep you all posted whenever this finally happens. 

                          President’s Message  



 

 

   

 

                     Senior Jokes of the Month 

 

Half of us are going to come out of this quarantine as amazing cooks. The other 
half will come out with a drinking problem. 
 
* I used to spin the toilet paper like I was on Wheel of Fortune. Now I turn it like 
I’m cracking a safe. 
 
* I need to practice social distancing from . . . the refrigerator. 
 
* Still haven’t decided where to go for Easter or Passover . . .The Living Room or 
The Bedroom. 
 
* PSA: every few days, try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pajamas will 
have you believe all is well in the kingdom. 
 
* Homeschooling is going well. 2 students suspended for fighting and 1 teacher 
fired for drinking on the job! 
 
* I don’t think anyone expected that when we changed the clocks we’d go from 
Standard Time to Twilight Zone. 
 
* This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her cat. It was obvious she thought 
her cat understood her. I came into the house, told my dog . . . we laughed a lot. 
 
* Quarantine Day 5: Went to this restaurant called, THE KITCHEN. You have to 
gather all the ingredients and make your own meal. I have no clue how this 
place is still in business! 
 
* My body has absorbed so much soap and disinfectant lately that when I pee it 
cleans the toilet. 
 
* Day 5 of Homeschooling: One of these little monsters called in a bomb threat. 
 
* I’m so excited . . .it’s time to take out the garbage. What to wear, what to wear? 
 
* Day 6 of Homeschooling: My child just said “I hope I don’t have the same 
teacher next week.” I’m offended. 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


