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      Installation Party 
  Well, this year the weather cooper-
ated and we were able to hold our 
annual Installation Party. 

     This year’s party was held at the 
newly rejuvenated Prestwick Country 
club. John Hollandonner joined us to 
do the intallations.  

     This year, Larry Finefrock was 
installed as our new President along 
with Ken Emsweller as 1st VP,  JD 
Dawson as 2nd VP and Mark Jarrard 
as Sec./Treas. 

     In addition to the officers, the new 
Board of Directors were sworn in. 
Mike Goodson is the new Chairman 
of the Board with Chris Snyder and 
Jim Jacob being welcomed on as 1-
year Directors and Ken Heil and Bill 
Hackman as 2-yr directors. 
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       Club Officers  

Larry Finefrock – Pres. 

Ken Emsweller – 1st VP 

JD Dawson  2nd VP 

Mark Jarrard –Sec/Treas 

On Thursday December 3, 2020 we will have a Zoom meeting in place of the 
normal meeting.  The normal meeting at the K of C hall has been can-
celled due to Covid-19.  Larry Finefrock will be setting up the meeting for, I 
think ,7:00 PM with connections on the web starting around 6:50. Instructions 
will follow. 
 
Also, we have cancelled the Christmas party previously scheduled to be held 
@ LaPizzeria on December 12. 

At the present time, we are planning to hold a meeting on January 7. Time 
and place will be announced prior to that time. 

 



 

 

Canton Gyro Club Future Parties 

      2021             Theme              Location                   Chairman                     Notes 

 

 

                 

   

  

 

Financial Responsibility for Party Reservation: As a general rule, all party reservations 
made and not cancelled by the reservation deadline will be considered the financial 
responsibility of the individual. It will be the duty of the Treasurer to bill for reservations 
not cancelled. (Party Chairmen are responsible to get this information to the Treasurer. 
Unusual or extenuating circumstances will be reviewed. By-Law passed Nov 6, 1980. 

       Birthdays 
Nov 7  – Jane France 

Nov 10 – Rob Voss 

Nov 11 – Carolyn Jacob 

Nov 18 – Dave Hursh 

Nov 18 – Cathie Voss 

Nov 25 – Denny Nemeth 

Nov 26 – Bob Pittinger 

Dec 13 – Barb Pittinger 

Dec 13 – Carol Hackman 

 
Dec 23 – Gail Harbert 

Dec 28 – Tom Meister 

 Jan 11 – Joan Finefrock 

 Jan 12  – Dan Hahn 

 Jan 12  – John Kessler 

 Jan 20 – Janice Schott 

 Jan 22 – Mary Lee Mahoney 



 

 

       

 

 

      

 

                                                          Health and Welfare: 
Larry Feinman: 

Talked to Larry Feinman. He is feeling much better and is healing. Because of his medical condition, his 
doctor recommends staying home because of the COVID-19 in this area. Misses the golf big time. 

John: Vertolli: 

John had a monitor implanted in his chest. The monitor is connected directly to his doctors so if he has 
an event they will be able to see, in real time, what is happening. John said he and Anita are staying 
home and only going out for groceries or appoint-ments. 

Jim France: 

Jim reported he has his good days and bad days, and he is on oxygen full time now. Like the rest of us, 
due to the Covid crisis, he has to be very careful with whom he is in contact.  

Sue Meister: 

Sue passed away on November 18th and her funeral was on November 23rd. Please   Keep Tom in your 
thoughts and prayers.  
 
Dick Wray: 
 
We have just received news on Dick. He has been diagnosed with renal cancer. He is scheduled for 
surgery on December 14th. 
 
Ben Lozier: 
 
Talked	to	Ben.	He	is	still	on	chemo.	Was	at	the	Cleveland	Clinic	on	Monday,	and	the	
doctors	said	his	blood	work	seemed	to	be	okay.	Ben	said	he	is	doing	okay. 
 
 
Please keep all of our friends in your prayers as they recover from their health challenges. 
 
                                       Newsletter Award 
 
The International award for best newsletter for a medium sized club, was awarded to Mike 
Goodson and Chris Snyder, co-editors of our club newsletter. Both Mike and Chris feel 
the real winner is Jim France. Jim worked tirelessly editing and publishing the Inter-
national GyroScope for many years. Both he and Jane helped Chris with his International 
Presidents monthly newsletter, worked on the club’s monthly newsletter with Chris, and 
helped Mike with the layout of our current newsletter. Jim is also the recipient of all three 
Gyro awards, Award of Merit, The Honor Key, and the Lifetime Achievement Award. Not 
many Gyros have all three awards, and it is a testament of the integrity and quality of Jim. 
Thank you, Jim for all you have done for our club and for Gyro. 
 



 

 

                         September Golf Outing 
One bright spot for the Canton Club is our annual golf outing, held at the Sable Creek Golf Course. This outing 
has been in the charge of Bill Stein and Ron Myers for the last few years. It has always been well attended, 
with several golfers from the Akron club attending. This year was no exception.  

The golf was scheduled to start at 1:00 PM. Golfers were asked to arrive by 12:30 for check in and 
instructions. There were 10 teams of 4 golfers. Upon arrival we found our tee times were pushed back about 
an hour. That had everyone milling around our assigned golf carts waiting for the signal to start. We had a 
modified shotgun start. The weather was bright and sunny, but a bit chilly. Once we got started the golf went 
on without a hitch. We played the Sable Creek Black and Maroon courses. 

Following golf, it was time for socializing, drinks, and dinner. There were close to 50 for dinner. We had steak, 
chicken, and green beans, served by the Sable Creek staff. After dinner, it was time to hand out the awards 
and door prizes. Bill Stein got up and asked for quiet so he could talk. That request fell on deaf ears. It took 
over a minute to get everyone’s attention. Concentrating on Canton Golfers who won proximity prizes, closest 
to the pin, ladies: Susan Cronick; longest putt men: Mark Jarrard; longest drive ladies, Carol Finn. Jim 
Rutledge guessed closest to how many pencils in the jar. He guessed 222 and there were 220. (What is Jim 
going to do with 220 golf pencils?) J.D Dawson was presented with the bucket of golf balls. (These were not 
dropped over the floor like last year.) Bill then started drawing raffle tickets for door prizes. He was helped by 
Phil Carpenter. Before the 50/50 drawing, there was a rousing chorus of “Hello Gyro” led by that talented tenor 
Chris Snyder. Canton’s John Bint won the 50/50. 

To close the evening, Bill Stein said our future golf outings should be called “The Bill Anthony Memorial Golf 
Outing”. The request was met by an enthusiastic round of applause.  

Thank you, Bill Stein, Ron and Sandy Myers, Bob and Barb Pittinger, Larry and Joan Finefrock, and Larry 
Larson for their help in another successful event.  

                           District 1 Convention: 
As reported in the last newsletter, the Covid crisis wears on. The scheduled Clambake sponsored by the 
Akron club had to be canceled due to a lack of Gyros willing to attend. There were more from the Canton club 
signed up than the Akron club. The main reason for not attending was the fact the VFW was a small space 
and there was a real concern that social distancing would be difficult to maintain. And, because of Akron 
canceling their party, the District 1 convention, scheduled in conjunction with the clambake was canceled also.  

One problem going on in Gyro, is finding candidates willing to fill the district chairs. This problem is not unique 
to District 1, but thoughout Gyro. Many district chairs are being filled by Gyros who have already served in 
their respective districts and international. We are no exception. Our current district officers are as follows: 
Governor:  Tim Wright from the Painesville club, who served as governor from 2014/2015; 1st Lt. Governor: 
Larry Larson from the Akron club, who served a governor from 2007/2008; Immediate Past Governor: John 
Hollendonner, from the Akron club. These positions are effective October 1st. Thank you gentlemen for serving 
your district and Gyro.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

October Party – Fall Barbecue 
The leaves have been falling and there definitely is a chill in the air, but that didn’t 
stop us from having the October 17 Fall Barbecue Party at our favorite COVID 
hangout, the Massillon K of C pavilion.  While the open side doors provided 
circulating fresh air, we were able to temper a cool evening with the large 
overhead heater. 

Gyros started arriving at 6:00 and they were greeted by Chris and Linda Snyder at 
check in along with club first vice-president Ken Emsweller selling the 50-50 ticket 
opportunities.  There were 9 safely spaced picnic tables limited to 2 couples per 
table and facemasks were required except when eating and drinking.  The 30 
Gyros and Gyrettes in attendance brought their own liquid beverages, with some 
bottled water being provided.  Old Carolina Barbecue did not disappoint with 
their buffet featuring pulled pork, beef brisket, baked chicken legs and thighs, 
baked beans, country green beans and coleslaw – all served by professional OCB 
individuals.  Special thanks to Linda Snyder for providing scrumptious Nothing 
Bundt cupcakes and coffee.  

As everyone settled back from their satisfying meal, Linda Snyder led us all 
through a game of 2 Truths and a Lie.  While we learned some amazing things 
about those present, it must be pointed out that there were no background checks 
conducted.  Congratulations to Bill Stein and Jim Rutledge who took home some 
leftover pulled pork and baked beans for the most interesting “truths”.  It 
definitely was a good night for the Rutledge family as Diane took home the 
winning 50-50 share of $60. 

Many thanks to the Snyder’s, the Harbert’s, the Goodson’s and the Finefrock”s for 
hosting this fun event.  We also must mention Bob and Barb Pittinger for their 
guidance at the facility.  Bob deserved the Gyro Warrior award as he was battling 
a kidney stone all during the day.  It was also good to see Ben and Elaine Lozier as 
well as Libby Davis in attendance. 



 

 

   

                           President’s Message  

 

COVID and Yogi 

As I sit here sending all of you this month’s message, I am reminded of the famous 
New York Yankee player, manager and offbeat philosopher Yogi Berra.  He had 
perplexing viewpoints on many of the day’s events and so can they also be applied 
to this world of the pandemic.  With each passing day:  It’s like déjà vu all over again.  
COVID directs our lives every day, forcing us to change our previously comfortable 
habits.  We visit restaurants less and less (No one goes there nowadays, it’s too crowded).  
Our club has had to cancel many of its parties with some uncertainty for the near 
future (The future ain’t what it used to be).  But we will continue trying to make the 
best and safest decisions for all club members for future events (When you come to a 
fork in the road, take it). 

Expanding Our Vocabulary 

With the increased time we are spending at home, it is a great time to do more 
reading.  Just recently I noticed I had acquired new vocabulary previously unknown 
to me:  “abundance of caution”, “COVID fatigue”, “virtual classrooms”, “co-
morbidity”.  Uh-oh!  I had better start reading more Patterson or Grisham novels. 

Now Back to Reality 

My lighter approach to the pandemic shown above should not be taken as being 
dismissive of COVID’s serious nature.  Ohio statistics currently show that over 
400,000 residents have contracted the virus at this point and the Gyro age 
demographic is by far the most vulnerable.  Consequently, with input from officers 
and a few others, we have decided to cancel the in-person December 3 meeting at 
the K of C.  Instead there will be a Zoom meeting with all appropriate agenda items 
discussed.  I will send out detailed instructions a day or two before about how to 
attend.  I hope we can get as many members as possible to be part of this meeting. 

About That November Meeting 

Just a few words about my absence from the November meeting.  My health is fine, 
but several family members had been urging me for months to lessen my exposure 
to others during the expanding presence of this pandemic.  I had resisted until 



 

 

 

                       President’s Message (Cont.) 

November because I wanted to make sure our club could get back to normal 
operation, or as nearly normal as possible.  Most of you are aware that Joan has a 
significant immune system weakness, but she did not “conspire” to cause this 
decision.  However my decision was about her.  Our family members were not 
wrong in their concern.  In fact, each one is extremely knowledgeable about what 
potential dangers currently exist.  I needed to respect their perspective. 

Many thanks to Ken Emsweller for sitting in for me at the meeting! 

The Christmas Party That Wasn’t 

Jim Rutledge led a committee that also included JD Dawson, Dave Froelich and 
Bill Hackman to create a holiday event for those members interested.  Dis-cussions 
were ongoing with La Pizzaria for an indoor evening featuring many safety 
protocols – mandatory masks, 2 couples per table, private room and staff serving 
plated meals to those in attendance.  Then, as you know, we had to pull the plug 
on the event.  I want to thank Jim and his committee for the time spent putting all 
of this together.  Unfortunately it had to go the way of so many other parties we 
had arranged for 2020 that just couldn’t be held.    

Welcome to Another New Member! 

Our club roster hit 40 members recently following the installation of Paul 
Hershberger.  All of you golfers probably have had a chance to meet Paul.  He 
currently is in the middle of a busy period as he has recently retired and is 
spending some celebration time in Florida.   

Ringing Out 2020 

No doubt all of you are looking forward to 2021.  How can we not?  The coming of 
the new year should bring with it both hope for an eventual return to normal life 
and an overwhelming appreciation for others including our country’s first 
responders, our doggedly determined small businessmen and educators, as well 
as our families.  Your officers join together in wishing you the very best as we look 
forward to a much fuller year of Gyro fellowship in 2021.     

 



 

 

 

 It’s coming to Winnipeg, August 4 - 8, 2021  
 
The Gyro International Convention in conjunction with the District-VII convention will be 
hosted by the Gyro Club of Winnipeg.  
 
Come join us as we celebrate our 100th anniversary  
 
Anyone who has been in Gyro for any length of time, knows that Winnipeg has hosted 
immensely successful conventions. The 2000 (International), 2007 & 2014 (District) 
Conventions are still being talked about.  
 
Our objective for the 2021 convention is to exceed our past convention programs. To this 
end we promise you an adventure and an experience, that you will not forget. Our theme this 
time is  
 
Summer Nights: Northern Lights  
 
Weather in Winnipeg is absolutely gorgeous during the month of August with the average 
daily high being 75 F (24 C) and the low being 61F (16 C). We are still in the process of 
finalizing both our schedule and our prices. The hotel is booking, tours are being planned, 
the Gala ball is almost set, plans for the Thursday evening welcome party are almost 
complete, and the highlight of the convention, which includes a rather unique dining 
experience, is something that you are unlikely to experience ever again..  
 
The web site https://2021international.gyro.org/ is up and more is being added to it each 
week as events are finalized. Book your hotel room now (fully refundable if cancelled 48 
hrs. in advance of arrival), while rooms are still available. 
 
Register for the convention later once the border and covid situation is known.  
https://youtu.be/TchFs-XAOcM 

                     Gyro International Convention 



 

 

   

 

 

                              Senior Humor 
You should die first and get it out of the way. Then you live in an old age home. 
You get kicked out because you are too young, you get a gold watch and you go 
to work. You work 40 years until you are young enough to enjoy your retirement. 
You do drugs and alcohol, you party and you get ready for high school. You go to 
grade school, you become a kid, you play, you have no responsibilities. You 
become a little baby, go back into the womb, spend your last 9 months floating in 
spa like conditions and finish off as an orgasm. 

 

The Check-up!!!! 
An elderly woman accompanied her even more elderly husband to the doctor’s 
office. After his checkup the doctor called the wife into his office alone. He said  
“Your husband is suffering from a severe disease combined with horrible stress. If 
you don’t do the following your husband will surely die: 

Each morning, fix him a healthy breakfast. Be pleasant; make sure he is in a good 
mood. For lunch, make him a nutritious meal he can take to work. And for dinner, 
prepare an especially nice meal for him. Don’t burden him with chores, as this 
could further his stress . Don’t discuss your problems with him; it will only make 
him stress worse. Try to relax your husband in the evening by wearing lingere and 
giving him plenty of back rubs. Encourage him to watch some type of sporting 
event on television And most importantly, make love to your husband several 
times a week and satisfy his every whim. If you can do this for the next 10-12 
months, I think your husband will regain his health completely. 

On the way home, the husband asked his wife, “What did the doctor say?” 

“You’re going to die.” She replied. 

 

 

 



 

 

    



 

 

 


