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      Installation Party 
  Well, this year the weather cooper-
ated and we were able to hold our 
annual Installation Party. 

     This year’s party was held at the 
newly rejuvenated Prestwick Country 
club. John Hollandonner joined us to 
do the intallations.  

     This year, Larry Finefrock was 
installed as our new President along 
with Ken Emsweller as 1st VP,  JD 
Dawson as 2nd VP and Mark Jarrard 
as Sec./Treas. 

     In addition to the officers, the new 
Board of Directors were sworn in. 
Mike Goodson is the new Chairman 
of the Board with Chris Snyder and 
Jim Jacob being welcomed on as 1-
year Directors and Ken Heil and Bill 
Hackman as 2-yr directors. 
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Mark 
Jarrard –
Sec/Treas 

1

       Club Officers  

Ken Emsweller – 
Pres. 

JD Dawson – 1st VP 

Joe Schott -  2nd VP 

              

On Thursday, June 3rd  we held our monthly meeting at the K of C. 
For our July 1st meeting we will be returning to Papa Bears. Cock-
tails beginning @ 5:30. 
 
All Thursday’s – Men’s luncheon @ John’s Bar & Grille, 2749 Cleveland 
Avenue NW,Canton. 
 
The June Gyrettes dinner was held at Tozzi’s with 15 attending. July 
1st the Gyrettes will meet at Kozmo’s in Massillon. Call Elaine at 
330-875-5986 for reservations for the July 1st dinner. 

Chris Snyder welcomes new member Joe Perrotti 



 

 

Canton Club Events 
Barnaby’s Road Rally 

After experiencing a few hot days during the week, and then a rainy day 
on Friday, the morning of May 29th dawned cloudy, rainy, and chilly. Still, 
the road rally was on. By 3:00 in the afternoon, the rain and drizzle let up, 
but the weather was still overcast and chilly.  

In spite of the weather, the Canton Gyro’s were not to be denied a chance 
to get together. We gathered at Price Park in North Canton. Lee Barnaby 
passed out snacks and bottled water, and Bob handed out the instructions 
for the rally. We were told that questions to be answered were printed in 
black, and driving instructions were printed in red.  

The route for the rally wound around the back roads and streets of 
northern Stark County, with plenty of landmarks to acknowledge and 
turns to make. After an hour of a torturous route, the rally ended at John’s 
Bar and Grille. A fitting destination for the Canton Club. 

Well, at least for some. Team Hahn/Snyder were okay for some of the 
route but missed a turn that should have been printed in red but was 
printed in black. They wound up in East Akron near Derby Downs. They 
figured they goofed somewhere, but by then Ken Heil called, and Team 
Hahn/Snyder had to admit they missed a turn. Upon arriving at John’s Bar 
and Grille, they were greeted with a round of applause. Bob was informed 
by one of the team he had two words for him, and the club responded by 
singing “Hello Gyro”. Those were not the two words he had in mind.  

After dinner, and before the results of the rally were announced, Linda 
Snyder spoke briefly about the celebration of life to be held on June 19th for 
Jim France. Chris Snyder spoke briefly about the June 19th Stan Hywet and 
Spaghetti Warehouse party. Larry Larson, from the Akron Club and 
District One 1st Lieutenant Governor spoke about the June 12th pig roast to 
be held in Akron. 

 



 

 

 Barnaby’s Road Rally (Continued) 

Bob introduced our guests. Akron Club members Larry and Vicky 
Larson, and John and Laurie Hollendonner, new member prospect Joe 
and Mary Jane Perrotti and their son-in-law Brian. Libby Davis intro-
duced John Chatman. Winners were 1st place, J.D. Dawson and Linda 
Otto, 2nd place was team Stein/Harbert, 3rd place were the Perrotti’s and 
Libby Davis and John Chatman. The boobie prize went to Team Hahn/ 
Snyder. Carol Hahn won the 50/50 drawing.  

Bob Barnaby asked if there were any objections to the Rally, and Chris 
Snyder raised his hand. Bob said, “fine, you do the next rally”. Chris 
respectfully declined, because only Bob Barnaby could come up with 
such a devilish, torturous, and diabolical rally. 

Thank you to the Barnaby’s, the Heil’s, the Jarrard’s and Tom Meister for 
sponsoring the party. A most enjoyable party for the Canton Club in too 
long a time. 

Rally Postscript: Afterwards, team Hahn/Snyder found they weren’t the 
only ones who didn’t finish the route. It was revealed that team 
Miller/Pittinger missed the same turn that team Hahn/Snyder missed, 
said the heck with it, and went over to the Miller’s to play cards, and 
await the phone call from Ken Heil. Oh, the humanity! 
 

 



 

 

This is the obituary that was published in the Canton Repository. The 
Celebration of Life will be held at Centenary United Methodist Church on 
June 19th. The address is Centenary United Methodist Church, 6321 
Waynesburg Dr. SE, Waynesburg, OH 44688 

 

 

James A. France: 
     Age 79, of Waynesburg, Ohio, died of an extended illness on May 15, 2021. Jim 
and the former Jane Phelps of Garrettsville, OH, met at Hiram College, and married 
in 1963. The son of the late George and Margaret France, he graduated from Canton 
South High School in 1960. 
     Jim, along with his parents and wife, owned and operated East Canton Printing 
Company from 1954 to 2014. They also owned and published The Press-News and 
its predecessors, Sandy Valley Press, East Canton News and The Observer. They 
sold the paper in 1986 to the Alliance Review and closed the print shop when they 
retired. Travel was one of Jim's favorite activities. In1958, Jim accompanied his 
Explorer Post to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. Jim and Jane also traveled 
several times to Europe, Canada and much of the United States. 

Jim France 



 

 

His last travel was special, as he and son Steve took a week-long Buckley baseball 
tour, visiting five stadiums on the east coast and the Baseball Hall of Fame in Coop-
erstown, NY, in 2019, shortly before he was diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis. He 
and Jane have been active members of Centenary United Methodist Church since 
1963. Jim joined Gyro International in 1976, served as President of the Canton Gyro 
Club in 1982, edited and published the GyroScope magazine for the international 
organization for 31 years. He and Jane made friends in Gyro throughout the USA 
and Canada, traveling to many international and district conventions. In 2011, in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Jim was presented the Gyro International Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, one of several awards he received from the organization. Since retire-
ment, Jim volunteered full-time at The Helping Hands Network, a food pantry in 
Waynesburg serving the Sandy Valley area until early 2020. He also was President 
of the Helping Hands Network Board for four years. 
Besides his wife, he is survived by three children, Sandy (France) Ionno of Waynes-
burg, Karen (France) and Dan Hunt of Springfield, OH, and Steve and Joy France of 
Loveland, OH. His grandchildren and great-grandchildren were his pride and joy: 
Penny (Ionno) and Scott Mullett and their children Cece and Ruby, of Kettering, 
OH; Kristen (Ionno) and Anthony Tesone and their children Sophia and Luke of 
Knoxville, TN; Jonathan (fiancé Dory Scalf) Hunt of Nashville, TN; Eva France of 
Loveland, OH; Emma, Andrew and Ben Hunt of Springfield, OH. Also surviving 
are sister-in-law Barbara Phelps King of California and brother-in-law Jim and Joy 
Phelps of Kansas, and nieces and nephews. The family thanks the Aultman 
Palliative Care and Hospice teams for their exceptional care and support the last 
months of his life. Per Jim's wishes, his body has been donated to Northeast Ohio 
Medical University for medical research. 
 

A Celebration of Life will be held on June 19th at the Centenary United Methodist 
Church @ 6321 Waynesburg Drive SE, Waynesburg, OH. Doors will be open @ 2:00 
with a service @ 2:30.  There will be fellowship and light refreshments following the 
service. Memorial donations can be made to Centenary United Methodist Church, 
6321 Waynesburg Dr. SE, Waynesburg, OH 44688, or Helping Hands Network, 126 
South Main St., PO Box 595, Waynesburg, OH 44688. 

 
 



 

 

			It’s	nice	to	see	things	getting	back	to	normal	and	to	actually	attend	events	in	
person.		Please	take	advantage	of	attending	some	of	these	events.	The	next	
event	will	on	the	19th	of	June	at	Stan	Hywet	Hall	and	will	be	followed	by	dinner	
at	the	Spaghetti	Warehouse.		Please	refer	to	the	Party	schedule	for	upcoming	
events.		I	hope	to	see	many	of	you	at	Stan	Hywet	and	the	Spaghetti	Ware-
house.			
					Please	remember	that	John’s	Bar	continues	to	offer	a	late	breakfast	or	lunch	
every	Thursday	and	is	open	to	our	members	and	their	significant	others	to	
meet.	
					The	men	will	continue	to	meet	the	first	Thursday	of	every	month		but	we	are	
returning	to	Papa	Bears	effective	July	1.	The	other	officers	and	I	have	decided	
that	we	need	to	a	more	central	location	and	Papa	Bears	still	had	an	opening	for	
us.	I	would	like	to	thank	Bob	Pittinger	and	the	K	of	C	for	taking	care	of	us	during	
the	COVID	crisis	but	it	is	time	to	move	forward	now	and	the	members	always	
seemed	to	be	happy	with	the	service	they	gave	us.	I	would	also	like	to	welcome	
our	new	member	Joseph	Perrotti		and	his	wife	to	the	Canton	Gyros.	
					There	will	be	a	picnic	in	July	but	not	at	Mayfair	as	previously	mentioned.		J	
D		Dawson	will	be	in	charge	of	this	event	and	details	will	follow.	It’s	my	
understanding	that	the	Car	Rally	was	a	success	but	the	weather	could	have	
been	better.		The	party	planning	is	coming	together	but	we	may	need	to	have	a	
follow	up	meeting	as	some	events	have	had	to	change	venues	etc.	
	
	
		
	
																																																																																																												Kenneth	Emsweller	
																																																																																																												President				
			
	

                               President’s Message 



 

 

                Gyro International & Conventions: 

As many of you know, the 2021 International Convention, scheduled for 
August 4 – 8 in Winnipeg, MB, has been canceled due to the restrictions 
of non-essential travel between the United States and Canada. Because of 
this, the International Annual General Meeting, AGM, will be conducted 
as a zoom meeting Saturday, June 26th 2021, 11:00 am EDT. You need to 
preregister for this meeting. International S/T Michael McNally sent an 
email, with attachments, on May 27th and June 2nd about this meeting. All 
Gyro’s are encouraged to attend this meeting.  

The 2022 International Convention is tentatively scheduled for June 27th, 
2022 and will be held in Cleveland. The hotel selected is the Embassy 
Suites in Independence, OH. The committee is working on the schedule. 

                               Health and Welfare: 

Dick Wray: Dick is back home and resting comfortably. 

John Vertolli: John is not feeling well but is being seen by a visiting nurse 
regularly. 

Donna Froelich: Dave reports Donna is recovering well from her recent 
by-pass surgery. 

               Please Keep them all in your Thoughts and Prayers 

 



 

 

                                                           

                                          June /July Birthdays  

 

June 4 – Jim Rutledge                                       July 23 – Anne Hablitzel 

June, 26 – Joe Bergen                                        July 23 – Ken Heil 

June 26 – Vicki Schrader (Goodson)               July 23 – Cindy Miller 

July 4 – Jim Wagner                                          July 26 – Jane Bond 

July 8 – Sandy Myers                                        July 28 – Bob Barnaby 

July 12 – Sally Roush 

July 18 – Lee Barnaby 

                                                      Next Parties: 

June 19th at Stan Hewett 

     The plan is for a self-guided tour, or guided tour of Stan Hywet Hall 
and Gardens in Akron, followed by a spaghetti dinner at the Spaghetti 
Warehouse. Stan Hywet has yet to decide if they will offer guided tours 
at this time. Tentative cost is $35.00 per person for Stan Hywet and $25 
each for the dinner. Because Stan Hywet requires a down payment 
before the event, the attendees were asked to send a check to Chris 
Snyder. The Schott’s and Snyder’s are on the committee. 

Akron and District 1Parties: 

     Akron And Cleveland Heights will have a joint installation on June 
12th at the Cuyahoga Falls VFW. 

     There will be a District 1 golf outing on July 31st at Silver Lake Golf 
Club. This will be a District sponsored event. 



 

 

                                 Party Schedule 

        
Date                Activity                                   Committee                                               Notes. 
 
June 12, 2021      Pig Roast @ Chagrin  Falls VFW    Akron Gyro Club, Larry Larson                             $37.5 per person                            
 
June 19, 2021            Father’s Day at Stan Hywet              Joe and Janice Schott                                        $35.00 each 
 
July 17, 2021            Picnic                                              JD Dawson, Bill Hackman                                  $20-$30  each 
                                  
July 31, 2021             District 1 Golf Outing                             PDG Pat Rynd 
                                    Silverlake Golf Club                              (330) 328-7104 
 
August or Sept         Golf Outing-Tannenhauf                         Bill Stein  
 
August                         Picnic – Lake Cable?                   JD Dawson, Bill Hackman 
 
Sep 11, 2021              Clam Bake Akron Gyro Club 

 

  Oct                            Halloween Party                               Ken  and Dale Emsweller 
                                  Costumes required                              Bob and Barb Pittinger 
                                  Greentown Hall or K of C 
 
  Nov                         Movie Night at Canton Palace             Dan and Carol Hahn 
                                  Out to Dinner after. 
 
 Nov                           Game Night at Jarrard’s                       Jarrards and Heils 
 
 December                        Christmas Party                              Finefrocks 
                                   Massillon Women’s Club 
 
 Jan 2022                            Game Night                               Hahn’s and Millers 
 
 Feb 2022                           Hart Mansion                            Rick  and Gail Herbert 
 



 

 

Forgetful senior citizens 
There was an elderly couple who were in their old age noticed that they were 
getting a lot more forgetful, so they decided to go to the doctor. The doctor told 
them that they should start writing things down so they don't forget. They went 
home and the old lady told her husband to get her a bowl of ice cream. "You might 
want to write it down," she said. The husband said, "No, no, I can remember that 
you want a bowl of ice cream." She then told her husband she wanted a bowl of ice 
cream with whipped cream. "Write it down," she told him, and again he said," No, 
no, I can remember: you want a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream." Then the 
old lady said she wants a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream and a cherry on 
top. "Write it down," she told her husband and again he said, "No, I got it. You 
want a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream and a cherry on top." So he goes to 
get the ice cream and spends an unusually long time in the kitchen, over 30 
minutes. He comes out to his wife and hands her a plate of eggs and bacon. The old 
wife stares at the plate for a moment, then looks at her husband and asks, "Where's 
the toast?" 

A senior citizen’s group charters a bus from Brooklyn to Atlantic City 
As they entered New Jersey, an elderly woman comes up to the driver and says 
“I’ve just been molested! 
 
The driver felt that she had fallen asleep and had a dream. So he tells her to go 
back to her seat, and sit down. 
 
A short time later, another old woman comes forward, and claims that she was 
just molested. The driver starts to think he may have a bus load of old wackos, but 
who would be molesting those old ladies? 
 
About 10 minutes later, a third old lady comes up and says that she’d been 
molested too. The bus driver decides that he’d had enough, and pulls into the first 
rest area. When he turns the lights on and stands up, he sees an old man on his 
hands and knees crawling in the aisles. 
“Hey gramps, what are you doing down there?” says the bus driver. 

“I lost my toupee. I thought I found it three times, but every time I grab it, it keeps 
running away.” 



 

 



 

 

 


