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      Installation Party 
  Well, this year the weather cooper-
ated and we were able to hold our 
annual Installation Party. 

     This year’s party was held at the 
newly rejuvenated Prestwick Country 
club. John Hollandonner joined us to 
do the intallations.  

     This year, Larry Finefrock was 
installed as our new President along 
with Ken Emsweller as 1st VP,  JD 
Dawson as 2nd VP and Mark Jarrard 
as Sec./Treas. 

     In addition to the officers, the new 
Board of Directors were sworn in. 
Mike Goodson is the new Chairman 
of the Board with Chris Snyder and 
Jim Jacob being welcomed on as 1-
year Directors and Ken Heil and Bill 
Hackman as 2-yr directors. 
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       Club Officers  

Ken Emsweller – 
Pres. 

JD Dawson – 1st VP 

Joe Schott -  2nd VP 

On Thursday, May 6 we will have our monthly meeting at the K of 
C. Happy Hour will begin @ 5:30 followed by dinner and our 
meeting. 
 
All Thursday’s – Men’s luncheon @ John’s Bar & Grille, 2749 Cleveland 
Avenue NW,Canton. 
 
The May Gyrettes dinner will be at the 91 Wood Fired Oven at 
Washington Square. Call Elaine at 330-875-5986 for reservations for 
the May 6th dinner. 

Left to Right: 2nd VP J.D. Dawson, President Ken Emsweller, S/T Mark Jarrard, 1st VP Joe 
Schott, Chairman of the Board Larry Finefrock, Governor Tim Wright. 



 

 

Canton Club Events 
     After experiencing the lockdowns because of Covid and no personal get 
togethers, some of us were able to meet at Tinseltown Cinemas for a movie 
at the end of March. This was reported in the brief April Newsletter.  

     We had a club meeting at the Massillon K of C April 8th in person, not 
on zoom. Yes, we all wore masks and practiced social distancing, but what 
a pleasure to see our friends in person for a change. We hope this trend 
continues in the future.  

                   81st Anniversary and Installation Party        
      On April 17 we held our 81st Anniversary and Installation Party. 
Before, our installations were done in January, but two installations had to 
be pushed back because of bad weather the night of the scheduled event. 
One year our officers were installed at the February club meeting until a 
more formal event was held. This year the club changed the installation 
month to April to coincide with our anniversary celebration.  

     The party was held at Chateau Michelle. Before the guests arrived, 
District Governor, Dr. Tim Wright, met with the incoming club officers to 
discuss matters concerning the district and Gyro as a whole. It’s good to 
see our district officers meeting with our clubs in this manner.  

     The party was a BYOB, (not bring your own Bob, that was up to Lee 
and Barb), because the club no longer sponsors it’s own bar. We had 
plenty of time to visit before dinner was served. There were appetizers 
consisting of Swedish meatballs, sauerkraut balls, and veggies with dip. 
     Our Emcee, Dick Miller, introduced our guests, Dr. Tim and Sandy 
Wright and then asked Chris Snyder to lead the club in “Hello Gyro”. 
Afterwards, Linda Snyder spoke to the club about Jim France and his 
illness, Chris gave the invocation and dinner was served.  



 

 

Clockwise from the left: Dr. Tim Wright, Ken Emsweller, Ken Heil, Mark 
Jarrard, J.D. Dawson, Joe Schott, Larry Finefrock 

     Dinner was buffet style with the restaurant staff serving. We had our 
choice of sweet corn, red skin potatoes, California medley with cheese, 
baked chicken, ham, roast beef, and a roll with butter. 

 

     After dinner, the installation of officers took place. Governor Wright 
was installing officer. Installed as our new club officers were Ken 
Emsweller, President, J.D. Dawson as 1st Vice President, Joe Shott as 2nd 
Vice President, and Mark Jarrard as Secretary Treasurer. Then our 
outgoing President, Larry Finefrock was installed as Chairman of the 
Board. Ken Emsweller then gave his remarks as incoming President. He 
then presented Larry Finefrock with a plaque acknowledging his service 
as president and the past president’s pin. Larry then gave a talk thanking 
the club for their help during his term as president. Larry included in his 
talk an inspired description of Gyro written by our late friend Bill 
Anthony. He finished with “Hello Gyro”.  



 

 

The Year in Review.    

     Certainly, the past 15 months did not lack for their share of unique and 
often head-scratching experiences.  In January 2020 we embarked on a 
party schedule carefully crafted by our Party Planning Committee.  We 
celebrated our always enjoyable club installation at Prestwick Country 
Club followed by a delightful dinner at the Hart Mansion in February.  We 
were headed into a very promising catered event at a Canton Charge game 
in March when we suddenly collided with the COVID pandemic.  For the 
next thirteen months we were forced to restructure all of the seemingly 
automatic monthly meetings and parties.  It seemed like I should have 
taken that course in Epidemiology.     

     Although the April monthly meeting was cancelled, we did find a way 
to hold every meeting thereafter either by Zoom (5 times) or in person (7 
times).  Thanks to Bob Pittinger for arranging a meeting location at the 
Massillon K of C Hall that allowed us to have a safe venue while we met 
the state protocols for indoor gatherings.  The parties provided a much 
more difficult challenge.  Our previously selected locations were either 
closed for all events or unable to provide the safe environment for indoor 
gatherings of 30-40 individuals.  It was decided to provide only parties 
with open-air accommodations.  Picnics in July and October along with 
our popular September Golf Outing fit that strategy.  Our safe indoor 
parties were able to resume in March and April of this year.  And finally 
special mention should be made about our drive-by to Bill Anthony’s  and 
Sue Meister’s homes last April.  In my opinion, it was the most important 
and meaningful event we had with so many Gyros and Gyrettes partici-
pating.  We lost Bill two months later and, sadly, our friends Sue Meister 
and Ben Lozier passed away not much later. 

Outgoing President’s Message 



 

 

Outgoing President’s Message (Cont.) 

Thank-Yous.   

     Nothing happens in our Gyro Club without the efforts of many.  In fact 
there are too many Gyros and Gyrettes to name that either helped host 
parties that took place or planned parties that eventually had to be can-
celled.  Thank you all for stepping forward when needed!  A shout-out to 
my 3 predecessors:  Mike Goodson, Bill Anthony (looking down on us and 
smiling, I hope), and Jim Rutledge.  You all provided me with both in-
spiration and sage advice when it was needed.  And then there are my 
fellow officers – Ken Emsweller, JD Dawson, and Mark Jarrard – who 
always were there to help in so many ways despite some difficult cir-
cumstances.  And I can’t forget Chris Snyder who, despite having held 
down every Gyro leadership position known to man, was absolutely 
invaluable in providing historical perspective about Gyro while always 
saying “yes” when his help was needed.   

     And lastly there is my wife Joan who is the perfect example of the 
importance of Gyrettes in our club.  Her role as flyer composer, Zoom 
technician and all-around sounding board was so important to me. 

My perspective.   

     After nearly seven years as a club member, my term as President has 
taught me so much about our organization.  It truly is focused on Fun and 
Fellowship and it is only as successful as all of us make it.  When I reflect 
upon my membership, I honestly can say that Gyro has fulfilled its 
promise.  



 

 

					I	hope	everyone	that	attended	the	Installation	and	Dinner	had	a	good	time.	It	
was	so	nice	to	actually	get	out	and	see	everyone	in	person.		This	event	was	also	
a	celebration	of	our	club	being	81	years	old	and	I	thought	that	our	outgoing	
President	Larry	Finefrock	did	a	great	job	discussing	the	history	of	our	club	by	
soliciting	the	input	of	those	members	who	have	been	members	for	many	years.	
Hopefully,	this	event	is	the	beginning	of	things	getting	back	to	normal.	
	
					We	had	a	very	productive	meeting	at	John’s	Bar	a	couple	of	weeks	ago	to	
discuss	ideas	for	various	events.	Remember	that	this	is	your	club	and	every-
one’s	opinion	is	appreciated.		We	came	up	with	a	list	of	events	for	the	up-
coming	year	and	some	are	in	the	planning	stage.	The	Akron	club	also	has	some	
events	that	we	may	attend	as	our	club	extends	the	same	courtesy	to	Akron	for	
some	events.	
	
					This	last	year	was	tough	due	to	the	pandemic	and	many	events	had	to	be	
cancelled.	The	pandemic	may	yet	affect	some	of	our	events	and	we	must	
adhere	to	the	COVID	protocol	and	error	on	the	side	of	caution.		I	would	like	to	
thank	Larry	Finefrock	for	his	leadership	during	this	last	year	and	I	look	forward	
to	seeing	everyone	at	our	monthly	events	and	meetings.	

Incoming President’s Message 

Gyro International 

Bill Anthony, Canton Gyro Club, (1948 – 2020) 

     Founded in 1912 by 3 friends who wanted to provide a way to per-
petuate their friendship.  Ed Kagy, Paul Schwan and Gus Handerson 
selected the gyroscope as a symbol of their new venture.  The gyroscope 
was chosen because of its ability to maintain a desired course and atti-
tude regardless of outside influences and giving us an object with Power, 
Poise and Purpose. 



 

 

     In 1914 Gyro was started in Chicago, in 1919 in Toronto, which made it 
an international organization.  In May of 2014, a Gyro group was created 
in Tokyo.  Today, Gyro has over 100 chapters. 

                                                    So what is Gyro? 

     It is a fellowship of Friends.  It is about the Quality, not the Quantity of 
Friendship.  Members come from a variety of backgrounds and have a 
variety of interests.  With Gyro, you have an organization that provides a 
setting for our members and friends to socialize and further cement their 
friendships. 

     Gyros value their friends as more than acquaintances.  We are com-
mitted to having fun, and to relax and enjoy each other’s company. 

     Although we do not have mandatory attendance rules, I have found 
that a large portion not only participate, but volunteer to help whenever 
needed.  We are not a charitable organization, but members tend to step 
forward when asked to help with a good cause. 

     We are golfers, bowlers, travelers, gamblers, card players, music 
enthusiasts.  Some like to cook, most of us love to eat.  Some enjoy fine 
wine, and others a Corona.  But at the heart of being a Gyro we are 
friends.  We maintain a watch for each other.  We are there if someone 
needs a shoulder to lean on.  And we continue to maintain our primary 
purpose which is the promotion of Fun and Friendship. 



 

 

                             Gyro International & Conventions: 

     The 2021 International Convention, scheduled for August 4 – 8 in 
Winnipeg, MB, has been canceled. This was due to the limit Manitoba was 
placing on inside events, a third wave of Covid in Manitoba, the boarders 
still being closed to leisure travel, with no openings in sight. This is truly a 
shame. This is the second time an International convention has been 
canceled due to Covid. 

The 2022 International Convention is tentatively scheduled for June 27th, 
2022, and will be held in Cleveland. The hotel selected is the Embassy 
Suites in Independence, OH. The committee is working on the schedule. 
More information on the convention will be coming soon. 

On Tuesday evening April 20th, International 2nd Vice-President, Peter 
Carter held a zoom call with District Governor Tim Write and all the 
District 1 club presidents. Including Tim, there were 13 district 1 Gyros on 
the call. Peter game an informative overview of the current changes to the 
Gyro website. Peter acknowledged our Mark Jarrard for a lot of the work 
he has done and singled out the Canton Club web page that Mark 
produced.   

                                              Gyrettes Dinner 

     On April 8th there were 11 Gyrettes that met for dinner at Jasmine at 
Belden.  We were in a private room and had a wonderful time just vis-
iting and catching up on life. Elaine Lozier was the winner of our pot 
that evening.  Since the Jarrard's will be out of town, Elaine will be 
hosting the Gyrette dinners for the months of May and June. The May 
dinner will be at the 91 Wood Fired Oven at Washington Square. Call 
Elaine at 330-875-5986 for reservations for the May 6th dinner. 



 

 

                                                          Health and Welfare: 

Jim France:  By now I am sure you are all aware of Jim’s current health. It 
has been declining over the last few weeks, and his prognosis is not good. 

Dick Wray: Dick is still experiencing considerable pain in his back. He has 
an appointment with his doctor to specifically address this problem. 

Donna Froelich: Donna was admitted to the hospital for Coronary By-
pass surgery.  The surgery only took an hour and a half. She is currently 
back home recovering. 

“Bionic” Bill Stein: It was too good to be true. Bill was told by his doctor 
“no golf for 4 months following his surgery”. He was golfing last Tuesday. 
You can’t keep a good man down. 

                   Please Keep them all in your Thoughts and Prayers 

                                         May Birthdays  

          May 4 - Chris Jarrard                          May 11 – Jeanne Coen 

          May 7 – Walt Boron                            May 11 – Ted Rittenhouse 

          May 7 – Mike Goodson                      May 30 – Susan Cronick 

          May 10 – Barbara Ayers                     May 31 – Larry Finefrock  

          May 10 – Dick Miller 

We also had some birthday’s this month that should also be celebrated: 

          April 9 – Paul Haig 

          April 10 – Mary Ann Haig 

          April 19 – Jim Jacob 



 

 

                                                      Next Parties: 

May 29th Road Rally 

      This is one of Bob Barnaby’s devilish road rallies. Pits open @ 3:00 at 
Price Park, 1000 West Maple Street, North Canton. Where we are going, 
where it will end, and where we will be eating is known only to Bob & 
Lee. These road rallies are a lot of fun. A flyer will be sent soon. The 
committee consists of the Barnaby’s, Jarrard’s, Heil’s and Tom Meister. 

June 19th at Stan Hewett 

     The plan is for a self-guided tour, or guided tour of Stan Hywet Hall 
and Gardens in Akron, followed by a spaghetti dinner at the Spaghetti 
Warehouse. Stan Hywet has yet to decide if they will offer guided tours 
at this time. Tentative cost is $35.00 per person. There will be a flyer 
with all the information sent to the club outlining the event. Because 
Stan Hywet requires a down payment before the event, the attendees 
will be asked to send a check to Chris Snyder. More information will be 
available at the May 6th meeting. The Schott’s and Snyder’s are on the 
committee. 

Akron and District 1Parties: 

     Akron And Cleveland Heights will have a joint installation on June 
12th at the Cuyahoga Falls VFW. 

     There will be a District 1 golf outing on July 31st at Silver Lake Golf 
Club. This will be a District sponsored event. 



 

 

 

                                 Party Schedule 

        
Date                Activity                                   Committee                                               Notes. 
 
May 29, 2021                         Road Rally              Bob and Lee Barnaby, Mark and Chris Jarrard            $20 to $35 per person 
                                                                                     Ken and Kathy Heil, Tom Meister 
       
June 12, 2021      Pig Roast @ Chagrin  Falls VFW    Akron Gyro Club, Larry Larson                             $37.5 per person                            
 
June 19, 2021            Father’s Day at Stan Hywet              Joe and Janice Schott                                        $35.00 each 
 
July 17, 2021            Picnic @ Mayfair Pavillion            JD Dawson, Bill Hackman                                  $20-$30  each 
                                  Portgage Lake Park      
 
July 31, 2021             District 1 Golf Outing                             PDG Pat Rynd 
                                    Silverlake Golf Club                              (330) 328-7104 
 
August or Sept                 Golf Outing                                    Bill Stein – Maybe 
 
August                         Picnic – Lake Cable?                   JD Dawson, Bill Hackman 
 
Sep 11, 2021              Clam Bake Akron Gyro Club 
 

  Oct                            Halloween Party                               Ken  and Dale Emsweller 
                                  Costumes required                              Bob and Barb Pittinger 
                                  Greentown Hall or K of C 
 
  Nov                         Movie Night at Canton Palace             Dan and Carol Hahn 
                                  Out to Dinner after. 
 
 Nov                           Game Night at Jarrard’s                       Jarrards and Heils 
 
 December                        Christmas Party                              Finefrocks 
                                   Massillon Women’s Club 
 
 Jan 2022                            Game Night                               Hahn’s and Millers 
 
 Feb 2022                           Hart Mansion                            Rick  and Gail Herbert 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Crushed nuts 

An old man shuffled slowly into an ice cream parlor and pulled himself gently, 
painfully, up onto a stool… After catching his breath, he ordered a banana split. The 
waitress asked kindly, ‘Crushed nuts?’ ‘No,’ he replied, ‘Arthritis.’ 

Fine wine 

Bill, a 70-year-old extremely wealthy widower, shows up at the Country Club with an 
astonishingly beautiful and very sexy 25-year-old blonde who knocks everyone’s socks 
off with her youthful appeal and outright charm while hanging over Bills arm and 
listening intently to his every word. 

His buddies at the club are all awestruck. They corner him and ask, “Bill how did you 
get the trophy girlfriend?” 

Bill replies, “Girlfriend? She’s my wife!” 

They’re knocked over, but continue to ask. “So, how did you persuade her to marry 
you?” 

Bill says, “I lied about my age.” 

His friends respond, “What do you mean? Did you tell her you were only 50?” 

Bill smiles and says, “No, I told her I was 90.” 

Nagging spouse 

A wife was making a breakfast of fried eggs for her husband. Suddenly, her husband 
burst into the kitchen. “Careful,” he said, “CAREFUL! Put in some more butter! Oh my 
gosh! You’re cooking too many at once. TOO MANY! Turn them! TURN THEM 
NOW! We need more butter. Oh my gosh! WHERE are we going to get MORE 
BUTTER? They’re going to STICK! Careful. CAREFUL! I said be CAREFUL! You 
NEVER listen to me when you’re cooking! Never! Turn them! Hurry up! Are you 
CRAZY? Have you LOST your mind? Don’t forget to salt them. You know you always 
forget to salt them. Use the salt. USE THE SALT! THE SALT!” 

The wife stared at him. “What in the world is wrong with you? You think I don’t know 
how to fry a couple of eggs?” The husband calmly replied, “I just wanted to show you 
what it feels like when I’m driving.” 

 


